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Disorders, disabilities, deviations in education: social construction or scientific reality?

How are new human categories "born"? Are they a result of genetic factors, environmental
changes or interests of various social agents? What are the meanings attributed to these
categories within the educational context? How do they shape the life stories and personal
identities of their bearers? The proposed course will address these questions. Based on
theoretical assumption that professional knowledge is generated and interpreted within
particular historical and cultural context, we will investigate cultural, historical and political
factors that influence professional practices of mental health and education practitioners
and policy makers while they define and treat mental conditions of various populations. The
course is divided in two parts. In the first part it aims to theorize processes of formation of
new categories through analysis of anthropological and historical studies on autism, learning
disabilities, ADHD, trauma, anorexia, physical disabilities, homosexuality and ni9'v 11y'o.
The second part of the course will be devoted to exploration of the ways by which the
categories shape human identities. Based on analysis of the in-depth interviews with
categorized individuals we will focus on the effect of the professional definitions and explore
the relations between personal experience, professional (psychological/psychiatric)
discourses and cultural premises about self, memory, normalcy and pathology, psychological
well-being, good and evil, sexual identity, and beauty.



